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; ith construction at a historic

\ low, at first glance it looks like a
strange vestige of the housing bub-

ble for the Regional Transportation Plan-

: ning Agency to be promoting a new devel-
= ; opment fee for widening Interstate 5.

Give light and the people Tkée “Ftiix 5” 1fee first surfacet(%1 wgen tl‘lou-

will find their ow sands of new houses were on the drawing

nway boards in Shasta and northern Tehama
| counties. Those subdivisions -— Sun City

RECORD : Tehama, the Vineyards in Andersonand

earc lg athers — are now on hold if not bankrupt.
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President and publisher 5” plan, which it !
SILAS IYONS : will pitch Tues- method to raise
day to the Shasta
Rettor - e Boaraot  Teeswhen growth
Supervisors. .
BRUCE ROSS As now draft- r.esumes. :
Fditorial page editor _ ed, the proposal :
includes two hig

changes. One lumps several interchang-
es and other major road improvements
around the county, along with I-5, into &
hroader plan that Dan Little, director of
the RTPA, says would give cities and the
county more flexibility and control over
their money. It doesn’t change the bottom
line, however, which is a higher fee.

More importantly, the proposal would
defer collecting the new fee as long as the
county’s growth is slow. Little suggests
launching the fee when the population in-
creases by 1 percent in a year, a rate the
county easily surpassed early in the de-
cade but hasn’t seen since 2003-2004. The
fee would then phase in over four years.

This concept makes a lot of sense. Impos-
ing new fees on development today would
only compound the building industry’s
troubles, and in any case we're not suffer-
ing growth pains.

Down the road, though, the economy will
rebound. Growth and traffic on I-5 will
gurge. It's smart to plan today for tomor-
row’s development. Otherwise, by the time
we realize the next boom is happening, bu-
reaucracies as slow as Bay Area traffic
will be too late to handle it. o

The fee won’'t be up for a formal vote un-
til later this year, but in the meantime
even fee-skeptical officials ought to keep
one eye on the future and listen with an
open mind.



